are Ceprived 
I 
0th DelOre Go 


' Met:Oned, 
We Ohjotlhr 
Tater Karts 
aching ? Wee 
nance wn the: 
\ Wearengr 
1 [| 6 't Oo Tr 
COT Te dg: 
ome now liv: 
OVernment if 
8, Yet thening 
hers, thou2a1 
amoneſt us: ! 
things rotiel: 


Itart uÞ, Who: » 


jay be afro 
f great uſe, #: 
vhen ſo many Gi 
Reformed Reis 
* For it KN 
ery, unlels tk 
urged upon ti 
ve T ruth agati 
 Andin 3 
ir of a Princil 
rocced there 
| jn tic midſt: 


oft worl UK 
[9 


_ AN 


Impartial Account 


OF THE 


NATURE and TENDENCY 


Ot the Late 


ADDRESS 


— — _—n__ 
——— 


= — _ 


IN A 


LETTER 


Gentleman in the COUNTR Y. 


LOND 0 N: 
Printed for R. Baldpyn, x 6.8 1. 


SCA «51/7, 


x » 
4.5 


verlat 
able, ; 
Uileow 
. Vhere 
and le 
lerty 
tere(f 


ave þ 


Ceſire 


An Fubarthil Artbaet, of the Natate Hil 7 oy 
dency, of the. late ADDRESSES; in 


a Letter to a Gentleman i in the Country. 


SECT: 


Oo U are not miſtaken j in taking it : for 
granted, that have rcad the ſeveral late 
Addreſſes to His Majeſty, for being the 
Subject of the chief diverſion ot the 
| Town , I ſhould have. been unfit for con- 
vedlitior, had; I not. fo far conſulted them, as to. be. 
able, as 'well- -AS others; to. make them the matter of- 
diſcourſe and entertainment among my Friends. But 
whereas you are further pleaſed to require my inward 
and ſerious thoughts concerning, them, I mult crave li- 
berty. to tell you, 'That notwithſtanding all. .your In- 
tereſt in, 'and Authority over .me,, you: "ould © NPE. 
have kcen able to have” extorted from me what 
deſire, did not- the Service which I owe His Mcj/ fly, 
and- the Government, command more at. my hanc's, 
than, the friendſhip and deference v hich. Pay YOu, 
could have obliged me unto: So that you are to a-- 
{cribe my compliance with your requz{t, to its falling 
tn with the realty and* FAllegiance which I render my 
Prince. Ana the more Freedom and leſs Reſerve, you 


A YL find 


(4) 
find me to uſe upon this Subje&t, you are intirely to 


reſolve it into the Love and Compaſſion which I tear 
for the King, who I fear, is not only induſtriouſly de- 


luded, .but wofully betrayed, by the judgment which 
ſome about him pretend to make of the ſenſe and un 
chnation-of the Frople from theſe Addrefles. 


SECT. I. 


For no Applications of this nature to the m—_ 
perſon are to be eſteem'd of any great weight or ſ1gni- 
ficancy, if you do but conſider the Reſult of the ma- 
ny A:dreſſes Three ' and twenty year 'ago to Richard 
Cromwell, 'and. how they only ſerved to render hun ſe- 
cure till he was undermined and ſupplanted. For of all 
the Sixteen hundred thouſand that vow'd to Live and 
Dye by him, ngt. ſo. much as one man drew a Sword 
uw his favour when he came to be laid aſide. I ac- 
knowledg; that there is a great difference betwixt an 


tſarper and a Rightful Sovercigg ; yet that detraCts ve- 
ry little ' in-the prefent caſe from the 1 importance of the 


conſideration which 1 have ſuggeſted : ſeeing the leaſt 


that we are to-gather from it, is this, That no Addreſ- 


ces contrary to' the” intereſt and general humour of 


the Nation, are to be accounted of any value for a 
Prince to ſuſtain himſelf upon. And it there be no- 


thing elſe- to ſecure our late Addreſſers to His Majeſties 


ſervice, but there Promiſes and Proteftations in thoſe 
Papers, he may be as much diſappointed ſhould he 


have occaſion to truſt to them ;; as the former Gen- 


tleman after the like {ecurity was. 


SECT. 
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SECET. II. 


_ It is aſtoniſhing as well as ſurpriſing, that when 
Petitions had been not only diſcountenanced Eur tor- 
bidden by Proclamation, Addreſſes ſhould fo ſoon after 
be encouraged and promoted! And our amaſement is 
greatly heightned, when we conſider that the Peritz- 
ons were in reference to matters which every body un- 
derſtood, and in relation to ſuch things wherein the 


_ Law juſtthed the Petitioners; whereas the Addreſſes. 
_ reſpect matters which very few underſtand, and which 


the Law noways authoriſeth private men to meddte- 
with, and which none fave a Parliament have Power . 
or Ability to decide and determine. For tho' men are 
to be efteem'd capable of knowing their own wants, .. 
fears and dargers, and ought tobe juſtified in begging _ 
thoſe' means of Relief and Redreſs which the Law hath . 

provided for them ; yet every one is not to be account- -. 

ed ſufficiently qualified to determine concerning . the | 

Reaſonableneſs and Legality of Parliamentary Proceed- 
ings and R:folves ;. nor is any number of men whatſo- 
ever, empowered to Umpire difterences between His 
Majeſty and His great Council, And whereas thoſe 
very Petitzons which ſeem'd moſt peremptory, did ne- 
vertheleſs, with all due reſignation reſerve to His Ma- 


jeſty his full Prerogative, many of the "Addreſſes import 


no leſs than the Robbing the Parliament? not only of 
their Right and Authority to Impeach Criminals, cen- 
ſure Ocienders, withhold, as well as give ſupplies, tut 
of theif moſt eſſential Priviledge, viz. freedom of De- 
bates 
7 SECT, 


46) 


SECT. IV. 


_ Nordoth it appear to con{idering Perſons, that any 
advantage can arrive' to tus King or Government by 
them; whereas the milchiefsand inconveniencies which 
do attend them, are obvious to every one. For what 
elſe do they tend unto, or can they be ſuppoſed calcu- 
lated for, but to divide the Nation into tations and 
parties, .and to foment thoſe heats and animolities a- 
mong His Majzſties Liege people, Whuih are already 
too great to nced to Le farch'r heightned and enflamed, 
'Tis His Majefties deſire, as well as his intereſt and du- 
ty, to be equally eſteemed the Father and Defender of 
all his people; but theſe Alcreflers would poſleſs: the 
Nation, that. they only are to. be accounted His Loyal 
Subjects ; and that all His favours are only duc, and 
ought to be confined to them: And by threatning the 
generality of people, that they have forfeited His Ma- 
&kſhes aftection and care, by refufing to aCt as they do; 
they inſenſibly leſſen the love which His Majeſty ought 
to have in the hearts of all His Subjefs, and wonder- 
fully abate the zeal which they would otherwiſe have 
for his Service. Nor can any ſay that Petitions have the 
fame EffeRs,feeing amongſt Perſons i in the ſame circum- 
ſtances, 10m may .repretent their wants and grievances, 
without pre jaicing or giving offence to thoie who chule 
ſilently to Rs them. And who knows, but that 
whib(t end think they are to ſeek their Relief by 
humble Applications unto, and fervent Importunities 
of their Pe 1Nce; there may be others who hope, that 


their Soycraign may rom the ſenſe which he hath of 
7 | their 
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their Calamities, aflord them, at laſt, all the ſuccour 
he can, without the folicitation of their cries? But the 
nature of theſe Addreites being to commend and ap- 
plaud the preſent poſture of affairs, and to jufljify moſt 
of the ſteps and councels by which we bume bop 5c. 


duced into this doleful condition ; rhey do in effect oc 


$6 _. 
-- 


not acquieice and rcjvice mm this fiate of things under 
which we groan and labour. And as they here v 1en- 
der all thole enemies unto them, whoſe fatety and 
happineſs they are conceived, not only to abandon, bur 
deſtroy ; ſo the very Government, throveh the cha- 
racters of Grace and Favour which it placcth upon their | 
Applications, runs a hazard of lofing much of its rc- 
ſpect and venecration. | | 


"-\SROT. V. 


And befides this and many other miſchicfs, which 
they :do. naturally involve the Government and the 
Kingdom under ; they will-be ſound prejudicial and in- 
convenient to the King; in the tendency which they 
have to deceive and abuſe him. For wherecs they, are 
deſigned to perſwade His Majeſty, that what they re- 
preſent and ſuggeſt, 1s the common: and univerſal -jenſe 
of his people, and that he - may |accordingly take hts 
meaſures ; it is both evident in 1t-{elf,, and will ke {ound 
ſo in. the iſſue, that they contain and expreſs only th 
ſentiments of a few perſons of little interc{t, and moſt 
of them of a very ſmall and mean figure in the Nation. 
For iff Ele&tions of Members to ſerve in Parliament, Ee 
the beſt Randard to judge the diſpoſition o; the Kingdom 


by, 


(8) 

by, it is not fo long ſince we had an opportunity of 
tecling the Pal.e ot the Nation ; but that we may rea- 
fonaily conclude, that all other things remaining as 
they did, the temper and complexion of the generalt- 

ty of the people, is allo much the ſame. And when- 
{ever His Majeſty ſhall either find himfelt obliged 
from the neccility of His A.tairs, or from the good- 
neſs of His Inclinations ke pleaſed, to call a Parliament, 
How little will he, upon a diſappointment of what he 
.1S made to believe and expect, judge himſelf indebted 
to thoſe who have ſo induſtriouſly deluded him ? 


SE C-T. VL 


And asthey-are no ways ſubſervient to His Majeſties 
profit or ſervice ; ſo neither will they in the event 
prove {o uſeful either to a Popiſh or Arbitrary Deſign 

as ſome do apprehend. Not that any think the King 
knows of fuch a Defign promoted by them ; but there 
are thoſe who may have ends in this, as in the Dutch- 
War and * Black-Heath-Army , which His Majeſty is 
not aware'of. But rho' ſome little creatures may have 
ultimately'ainvd at ſome fuch thing, by. promoting of 
them; yet ſuch villanous deſigns are, 4n charity, tp be 
tuppoſed far from the intentions of moſt that have ſub. 
cribed them. And accordingly, when divers of the 
moſt -zealous Actors in the carrying them-on, have'been 
calmly told what were the natural and ill tendencies of 
them, they have ſolemnly profeſled, that- they would 
fooner be hanged at their. own dores, than be inten- 
tionally acceſlory to the eſtabliſhing a Deſpotical:Rule 
cver the Nation, or the enflaving the Kingdom ts Po- 
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pery again. Nay, 1t 1s to be hoped, that ſhould either 
or both theſe, at any time hereafter, more neerly and 
viſibly threaten England, many of the preſent Ad- 
dreſſers will, 1n their lawtul ftations, be amongſt the 
moſt forward and zealous to withitand them. Nor will 
they in ſuch a caſe find any way to expiate their indi- 
ſcretion, and attone for their preſent folly, but by thus 
demonſtrating, that it was no part of their intention 
hereby to contribute to theſe things. And ſhould an 

in the Liſt of the late Thanksgzvers, be hereafter found 


_ to have promoted Addreſles with a proſpect of intro- 


ducing either Tyranny or the Papal worſhip, the names 
and pretences of Law and the Proteſtant Religion, 
which they have not only flouriſhed their Papers with, 
but made His Majeſties promule of preſerving them the 
ground of their acknowledgments, and the foundation 
of the Tenders which they have made of their Lives 
and Fortunes, will entail an everlaſting infamy upon 
them, and render them the objects of all mens con- 
tempt and indignation. And in the mean time, the jea- 
louſies and fears which ſome are ſaid to have conceived 
of a Popiſh and Arbitrary deſign at the bottom of the 
Addrefles, do by quickning the watchfulneſs. of the 
Nation, ſerve not only to counterminc, but to give 
them a total diſapointment thercin. 


SECT. VU. 
Nor yet in the next place, 1s the ramber of the 


Subſcribers ſo conſider-ble, as to bear any proportion 
to thoſe who are againſt them. For tho' a few bufie 


. people have wade a great noiſe and buz in ſeveral pla- 
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ces of the) Kingdom , yet all of them put together, 
make not ſo great a nu! mbker 25 we have ſeen not long, 
{1nce tO One Petition for a Partiaing ant. So that It is 

atter of wonder, that the Government for its own: 
reptaticn hath nat th ONE PUDYCK Vi ay prohibited and 
forbid them, and eſpecially when it finds, that aſrer all 
te 1 lect ond ſcorn which the Addreſiers are expoſcd 
unto for their paucity and fewnels, yet they heave not 
the diſcretion to forkear and deſiſt. Sir , you muſt 
necds have objerved by reading the Gazett's, where you 
have the Inventory of them, that almoſt all the Coun- 
ties, and the moſt principal Cities, ſuch as London and 
Zork, and the chieſeſt Towns and Corporatzons have for-- 
bore and declined preienting any. And I may add, that 

even where they have been obtained, not Oye 1n Ze, 
and in ſome places not Ore in a ZZundred had any hand 
in, or gave concurrence to them. For it it be allow- 
ed, as 1n juſtice as well as modeity it ought, that who- 


joever have either avoided or refuicd ſubſcribing, are as 
truely to be judged againſt them, as they who have 
poſitively withſtood, or directly oppoſed them, then 
the 7ale of the Addreſſers will make but a very ſmall 
{how and appearance in the muſter Roll of the Nation. 


SECT. VIE. 


And this 1s the rather to be taken notice of, and doth 
the better cvidence what opinion the people have of 
them, if you conſider the means, ways, arts and me- 
thods that have been uſed and taken to advance and 
promote thein. For beſides that moſt of the Clergy, 
and 1nany in the preſent Commiſſions both Civil and 

Multary, 
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(11 
Military, as well as ſeveral of the Magiſtrates of Coy. 
porations, have not only intereſted themſelves in coun. 
tenancing, but been ſticklers for then, as for the great 
Charter or Petition of Right: The Grace and Favour 
with which they have been received, and the marks and 
characters ot honour which have been conferred upor: 
divers that preſented them, who for ought the world 


knows, had no ſignal matter elſe to recommend ther, 


were very proper means to have procured an univerſe} 
and national application. And yet neither the influence 
of thoſe who pretend to preſcribe unto the underſtand- 
ings, as well asto direct and condutt the Conſciences of 
men ; nor the authority and advice of thoſe, to whom 
all are willing to pay a reſpect and obedience, in what* 
ſoever their Intereſt, Religion, and the Law will ſuffer 
them ; nor yet the hopes of Titles and Honours, 
which ſome merely for that ſervice have, 1a the trueſ} 
tence, been loaded with, have been efiectual to preva 
with, or bring over any great or valuable number to 
joyn m them. And ſhould I tell you what other Arts 
have been purſued to obtain mcn to Adareſs, you would 
ſay, that either a fullen croſneſs, or ſome more gene- 
rous principle had poſlefied the Nation, that perſons 
ſhould every where {o generaly reinic and withſtana 
them. 


SECT. IX 


And if you rore narrowis enquire into the cond;- 
tion of thoſe that are cogaged 1m tae Addreſſes, you 
will find their quality ior the moſt part as in confidera- 
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have given thanks for Difſolving Parliaments, are ſuch 
as either for want of years, or poverty, Were never 
_ capable of giving a Vote in Election of Members to fit 
in. them. . Setting aſide Two or Three, or a few. more 
in a Town or Corporation that have embark't in them, 


the greateſt part are made up of the ſcum and refuſe of 


the places where they live. Norwich, whence we have 
been alarm'd with the greateſt noiſe, yields but a ſmall 
number of perſons either of. eſtate or .uſetulneſs, whoſe 
hands, were annexed to the Paper which was ſent up. 


preo 


dition 


ſtated 

SECT: X. Mayors 

| Freeme 

Wor is the moral condition of the Addreſlers, difla- mere, | 
greeable to their civil: For not to mention, that thoſe the Ja 
who are moſt Popyhly inclined, have enrolled them- what 


{elves among the firſt in th? reſpedive Liſts and Sub- 
{criptions, ſeveral others of them are ſuch who were 
formerly either in the number. of Abhorrers of Pe- 


titions, or guilty of one offence or another which the 


laſt Parliaments were about calling them to an account 
tor. And whereſoever there 1s either a little bankrupt 
Tradeſman,. a ſcandalous and diſgrac'd -Attorney, one 
whoſe neceſſity expoſeth.him to be biaſed by. Cruſts of 
Bread and Pots of Ale, any whoſe folly makes them 
pragmatical and impertinent, or whoſe prodigality and 


ambition forceth them to look for preterment beyond 


their merit, theſe are infallibly in the front of the Ad- 
dreiters, and the unwearied and induſtrious-procurers of 
thanks to His Majeſty tor Diffolving Parliaments. So 
that tor many of them, their manners-are ſuch, that did 
the King but truly underſtand what CharaGter they paſs: 
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under where they are known, he would eſteenr it a re- 


fle&tion upon His Honour, and and an aſperſion 'upon 


the wildom and equity of His proceedings, to be either 
approached or thanked by them. | 


SECT. AL 


And' for their Pohiticks, they are in moſt of them 
proportionate to their morals, and agreeable tothe con- 


_ dition which their birth, education and - fortune have 


{ſtated them in. For can any man ktelieve that the 
Mayors, Headboroughs, Aldermen, Bailiffs, Burgeſſes and 
Freemen of Rippon, Wigan, Windſor, Chatham, Haſle- 
mere, New-Sarum, &c. are competent judges of what 
the late Houſes of Commons did legally or illegally 2 of 
what is according or contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of Parliament ? or what is agreable or di{agreable tothe 
fundamental conſtitution of the Land, which as well 
limits thePrerogative of the King, as fixeth the Rights, 
Liberties, and Authority of Lords an d Commons ; 
when aimoſt all the A4nczents and Benchers, and moſt of 
the Barriſters, as well as Students of the {everal uns of 
Court have declared that they are things above them, 
and which they have neither power nor ability to make 
a determination concerning ? Surely the Learned Ger- 
zlemen-of the Gown are at leaſt as well qualified to give 
their ſenſe and opinion about theſe matters, as Country 
Mercers, Innkeepers, Ta rylersand Thatchers ate ; and yet 
thoſe refuſe to meddle with Addreſles, as referring to 
things which appertain not unto them, whullt the lat- 
ter make themſelves Arbitrators between the King and 
Two Parliaments, and-trom their. protound wifdom wag 

en- 


( 14) 
ſentence 2gainſt their Repreſentatives. The Gentle- 
men of the Long Robe have beſides their Loyalty, 
wherein none dare pretend to outlirip an exceed them, 
45 great obligations ariſing trom intereſt to have ſway*d 
them to azcommodate themſelves to the withes and de- 
ſires of the Court in this matter, as any perſons in the 
Nation have; and therefore it can be nothing but 
their knowledg of, and their value for the Laws 
of the Kingdom, with the Reverence which they are 
ever refolved to maintain for Parliaments, that could 
have made them oppoſe Addreſſes, and thereby venture 
the diſpleaſing thoſe, to whom they owe, and from 
whom they expe& ſo much. Nor will Twenty thou- 
{and Hands to Addreſſes from Country Corporations, 


make that impreſſion upon the minds of modeſt and 


thinking men, as their being caſt out and refuſed by 
the Bexchers and Barriſters of the ans of Court. 


SECT. Al. 


Having thus far acquainted you with my freeſt and 
moſt Natural thoughts in General about them, it is 


time now that we more neerly in{pect and paſs our 


Judgment upon the matter of them: And if T miſtake 
not, the Preſuming to give His Majeſty Thanks for 
bis Promiſmg to Govern by Law, is no leſs than a Diſloy- 
al and groſs Refle&tion upon him._ For will not jome 
men hereupon think that he hath Adminiſtered ſome 
juſt ground of {ear or Beliet,as it he intended to govern 
Arbirrarily 2 Or doth it not infinuate that he is io un- 


confin'd, tnat 1t he pleaſe he may do fo? Or may we” 


not fay, that it plainly Intimates, that the beſt ſecurity 
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which we have to rely upon why. he will no7, 1s 17 

Royal Word in. his Late Declaration It 01/1 unkbe 

come Engliſh SubjeQs to thank their Prince {7 Pro- 
miſing to Govern by Law, ſeeing as he never a:w,o he 
cannot do otherwite. His Minitiers may act illegaly, 
and they are Lyable to anſwer for it ; but he can do 
nothing. but what the Law Dire&ts and Juſtifes. Nor 
1s he only bound to this by his Coronatton Oath, 
which is however a more Sacred and Solemn tye than 
a Promiſe in a Declaration ; but his own=Greatnets , 
and his very Prerogative, as having their own Foun- 
dations 1n the Law , oblige him to it. For as Bratton 
lays, Rex habet ſuperiorem Legem per quam fattus eſt Rex, 
Lib. 3. de Attion. Cap. 9. Sect. 3 And therefore 
that Lex frenum eſt Regis potentiz , The Law bounds 
and limits the King's Power. Nor can he, fzys Porteſ- 
cue De Leg. Angl. Govern his People by any other Power, 
than the Law. And as Bratton expreſleth it, (abi ſupra) 
Rex nihil poteſt, nifi id ſolum quod de jure potejt ; The 
King can do nothing, but what he can do by Law. 


SECT. A111. 


But you will the leſs marvel at their returning His 
Majeſty thanks for promiſing to Goverii by Law , 
{eeing the Tenor of all the Addreſles is to intimate, 
That all the Right or Claim which we have by Law, 
in >ar Lives, Liberties, or Eſtates, 1s dependent upon 
His Majeſties Will and Pleaſure. This all of them 
ſugg-it and in{inuate, and ſome of them do very tully 
expreſs. What elſe can be meant by treir thanking 
His Majeſty, For his unparalel/d Grace, Favour and 


7 
Good. 
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3 Goodneſs, in purpoſing to continue to them their juſt Rights, 
from Cha 7 ;Þorties and Properties. And for His Reſolution, that, 
ante ( notwithjtandins many Provocations) yet His Majeſty will 
from Darby. Govern in all things according to the Laws of the King- 
Addr. from dom. And for his Princely Purpoſe , never to invade the 
Parnfable. Liberties of his Subjeds. And that he hath declared, 
Agar. from Fe will never uſe Arbitrary Government. Do not theſe 
Haſlemere. and all the other Addreſſes imply , That tho' the Laws 

ſpeak of Rights, Liberties, and Properties which belong 

unto us; yet they arenot fo ſecured unto us, but that 

His Majeſty, were it not for the juſt and gracious Tem- 

per of 11s Nature,might invade and deſtroy them ? And 

is not this to facrifice, as far as in them lies, Magna 

Charta, Petition of Right, and our Statute and Common- 

Laws, to the Soveraign Will and Arbitrary pleaſure of 

the Prince 2 Whereas, thanks be to God, the King can 

neither diſſeiſe a man of his Liberty, nor break in upon 

his Property ; but we are enabled to relieve our ſelves 

in His Majeſties Courts. Nor are theſe men, for all 

their ſeeming to abandon Themſelves, Lives, Liberties 

and Properties to His Majeſty's Will, to be too much 

truſted or relied upon by His Majeſty , ſhould he be 

tempted contrary to his Duty and Inclination, to offer 

Addr. from at any thing Illegal , conſidering how unjuſtly clamo- 
che Weltren rous they have been againſt the Houſe of Commons, 
Diviſion ot For their Illegal Votes and Orders, and uſurping upon their 
_ ſe Is Perſons and Eſtates. For Tyrannizing over their Fellow- 
_ Subjetts, For their Arbitrary Proceedings in the two 
Addr. from {alt Parliaments , and their Unlimited and Ilegal Im- 

Korwich. priſonments , aud their Meſſengers exorbitant , exatting, 
pretended fees contrary to Magna Charta. For if they be 

40 heated and tranſported againſt thew own and the 
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Ringdoms Repreſentatives, when very many wiſe, learn- 
ed, and indifferent perſons, and who are as jealous of 
the leaſt invaſion upon the liberty and property of the 
Subject, as any in the Nation, think that the Houſe 
of Commons did nothing 1n all the Caſes that are with 
fo much warmth and reſentment refle&ted upon, but 
what they both might and ought todo by the Laws of 
the Land and Parliamentary Preſidents ; Is it to be 
imagined , that- they would very tamely looſe their 
Lives, or ſuffer themſelves to be ſilently diſpoſſeſſed of 
their Eſtates, at the ſole and indiſputable pleaſure cf 
the Prince? ik 2: 


SECT, ALY. 


And whereas by all the Addreſſes they, teſtifie with 
what approbation they have received His Majeſties 
late Declaration ; it 1s too plain, that thereby they in- 


en, for al timate their SatisfaCtion in the Diſſolution of fo many Addr. from 
s, Liberties Parliaments. Nay ſome of them expreſly publiſh their 39% 

> to0 much : #nanimous conſent and delight therein. And others return Addr. from 
ould hebe His Majeſty ſolemn Frags for giving his two laſt Parlia- Norwich. 
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ments ſuch timely Diſſolutions. Had theſe people the di- 
(cretion and modeſty which might Eecome them, they 
would have eſteem'd themſelves very improper and un- 
ſufficient Judges of the prudentialneſs of that exerciſe 
of Royal Power. And this is the firſt preſident that 
ever England ſaw, of any Commoners giving His Ma- 
jeſty thanks for diſmiſſing Parhaments. For tho? ſome 
of our former Kings have , upon Miſunderſtandings 
ariſen between them and their Parliaments, abruptly 


 Difſolved them , and Publiſhed very weighty Declare. 


CC : tions 


(18) 


tions in-Juſtification of. what. they did ; yet-whatever 
Submiſſion the: people: yielded tg what: theſe : Princes 
had done,..orhow:ſeafonalle” and juſtifiable foever they 
in their own-'minds believed it, they never Addreſſed 
theſe Monarchs'in' a way of 'Fhanks for doing of It. 
And .: tho! poflibly. the .laſt Long' Parhament, was 
through -its long Sitting;' eſteemed a great grievance to 
the Nation; and too many of its Mernbers judged eaſily 
manageable for betraying the liberty" of 'the Subject, 
had they been powerfully tempted thereunto, and tho? 
His Majeſties Diflolving them was entertained: with an 
Univerſal joy, yet none had the folly to thank*him for 
it, as knowing of what fatal conſequence ſuch an action 
might afterwards prove. . And whether the many ac- 
knowledgments which ſome have returned the Kin 
for Diſlolving,' Two ſuch Parliaments, that for what ap- 
pears: by their Printed: Yozes. and Debates,;* were Killed 
with Men. of: as great. integrity- and ability ; as -well 
as Gentlemen of as great Eſtates,as have in any age met 
together in the great Councel and Senate of the' King- 
dom; do become thoſe that are well-wiſhers to the Pro- 
teſtant. Religion- either at home.or abroad, or ſuch as 
have duly confidered the preſent ſtate 'of the Nation 
and the many dangers with which it is encompaſſed, 
may be worthy of their moſt ſerious thoughts, when 
they are at leaſure to look back upon, and examine 
what they have done. Surely thoſe men, . who 'at the 
lame time thank the King for promiſing to Govern by. 
Law, never conſidered that it is both a fundamental 
Law of the Kingdom, and much of the foul and lie 
of all our Laws, not on:y ts have frequent Parliaments 
but have them permitted to {it to diſpatch the affairs a 
| rne 
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the Nation, Nor can they be ſnppoſed to have ſeriouſly 
weiged how when the: Kingdom | ſeerns 1 ſo'niich 
danger from an aſpiring'and- formidable Neighbour, our 


Rehgion and Lives fo gr reatly-; in hazard by the helliſh 
 conſpiracics bf: the Papifts:” our Allies *if-ifo much need 
of counterince and alliftatice, thatthe King. Hs never 
fo wellindified, as we Will alway $teheve 
to be, cannot without the concurrence, aid and advice 
of a Parliament, do a any thing that may eltectually an- 
fryer thoſe weighty, 1m ortunate and loud calls. For 
-what can His Majeſty be:conceived ableto' do in fuch 
Grcumſtanices, when he hath neither power over the 
Purſes of his people, nor can ſo much as command the 
Militia of the Nation 'to*march out of their reſpeCtive 
"Counties ? But'that whichtheſe Addreſſes imply, which 


15 Majeſty 


is yet of more dangerous importance, 1s that the ver 
Being of Parliaments doth wholly depend upon the will 
& pleaſure of the King;Whereasflich a ſuppoſal is incon- 


{1ſtent with the conſtitution, of the Kingdom, does no- 


way compart' with'the ends'of our Government; and 


Hight* proververy! dahgepbis t6 the fafety'and happinch 
_ "ofthe Nation; iti cafe werſhould hereafter have a King 
void of- compaſſion t, andregardleſs of the intereſt of 


his people: For tho it be left tothe Wiſdom of tbe So- 


_veraign where hewill haveParliamentsto Aſſemb'e, an 1 


=bel&ngs'to His Pretogative 1 to call therh when bis own 
"1Pfificely octaf wnsi or” the neceſſities! of” his pcople” do 


"TEquite 5 | yer. "the: -Liw which" His Majeſty i5:fvyorn' to. ; 


-obſerve, 7 heing a part of. His Coronation Oath, 7eve- 


- <a » ee 


re Leges & conſuetudines” Regni, doth both provide that 


-xe thall have Anyual Parliaments, and by direCting the T 4 


© \ciids for, and the Affairs about which they 3 are to Taect, 1c Fd. 
2Y 19, IS ALPS. Fa . If: CE DEEP 2 doth cap. To, 


d. 3. cap; 


. ESE. - 
doth at leaſt imply ſomething of their continung to ſit 
till thoſe affairs be accompliſhed, and the faid ends com- 
paſſed andobtained. Nor will His Majeity be ever in- 
duced to believe that he can be thought to Govern ac- 
cording to Law, without calling Parliaments whenſoe- 
ver the diſtreſſes and grievances of His people beſpeak 


and require them. Neither is 1t to be imagined that he 


ſhould long harbour any ſuch thought in His Royal 
breaſt, That he can anſwer the directions and ends of 
the Law, without permitting Parliaments to ſit ſuch a 
convenient ſeaſon, as that they may in conjunttion with 
His Majeſty, relieve the people from their manifold 
fears, redreſs the numerous and ſore. grievances - of the 
Nation, and provide for the ſafety, ſtrength, and ho- 
nour of the Kingdom.. . Dn | - 


SECT X.V. 


In the next place ,. All the Addreſſes ſeem to be 


fram'd towards the expreſſing a willingneſs in. the Peo-- 
'ple, that the Duke of Tork ſhould. ſucceed his Majeſty. - 
And this they. infinuate a: readineſs. 1n.. the Addreſlers. 
.to further, without the leaſt deſire to have any. pro- 


viſion made before-hand - for. the Security of the Pro- 
. teſtant R-ligion, or Save-guarding the Lives. of ſuch as 


prafefs. it , under:the Reign of one that. is-a*known- 


Addr: from and violent Papiſt: For whilſt the Addreſſers are plea- 
ay _— ſed to: lay ,. That it is the Kingdoms. Intereſt: to. continue 
of | Somer{et: ne Sie: ed BEE Tio. Ld ke 

+ Foggy and the Succeſſion: in its Due and -Right- Line; And take upon 


Combridee,, em to.thank his Majeſty, For his unalterable- Reſolu- 


Ripon; \r ext- Hons to preſerve the: Crown -in. its: due: and Legal courſe 
ara Prey 6 : ban Dt” or fi BP oy W's Codv 

ern Diviſion of Dejcent ; 'end undertake: to ſacrifice their Lives to-pre-- 
Qt.. $4,/6x.. | ſerwe- 
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Þ toſt ferve the Kings Heirs and lawful S uccefſors. And ofer Addr. from 
S CON, their Lives and Fortunes to his Majeſties Diſpoſal for this Hertford. 
Ver in : Purpoſe ; All people do ſufficiently underſtand what Addr. from 
Wen a _ they aim at, and that the meaning of all this is, .' That donmonth. 
Nenſve they would have the Duke of Tork come to the Throne. 
 beſpeak — But T wiſh they had ſhown fo much Ingenuity and 
] that he Candour, as to have taken notice and acknowledged, 
S Royal that all His Majeſties Subjects are as tender of the 
d ends of Preſervation of the Monarchy, and as zealous: to have 
it ach q it continued in the Royal Line, as any of themſfelves- 
FN onwith « - dare pretend to be. For it 1s more than probable, that 
manifol hothing ſo much influenced the bringing in and preſling, 
os of the | the Bill of Excluſion ,4S A regard to the Prefervation 
h, and by of the Monarchy ; which ſome of the beſt, wiſeſt,and. 
—_ moſt Loyal of His Majeſty's-Subjects think the coming 
to have a Popiſh Ring may ſhake and endanger ; eſpe- 
cially conſidering what this Nation felt from the laſt 
Papiſt that poſſeſt the Throne; and how it ' hath - been: 
of late, and ſtill is threatned by the Bloody Confſpi- 
 racies of the Romiſh Party. Beſides; 1t had- not. been 
ay amiſs, if our late Addreflers had owned, that the King, 
us Mapliy Lords and Commons have a Power to diſpoſe of the 
Adareſlrs Succeſſion; as they ſhall judge moſt conducible to the 
C any pro Safety , Intereſt and Happinels of the Kingdom ; and. 
of the Fro that he is His Majeſties Heir and Succeſſor,upon whom 
of ſuch as the whole Legiſlative Power hall think meet to ſettle 
4 known the: Inheritance of the Crown: Nor ' wouid it' have 
roare ple | _ misbecome' men proferling the Proteſtant Religion, . and 
fo. contin tender of P-7/iſp Literties, tg have recommended to. 
| take upon 'H:s Majztr's tecond Thoaghts and maturer Aivice, . 
able Roſa *what thee feverat Parliaments: have with fo much. 
Lego cud " firenoti- of Reaion inked upon, .and- with fo. nuh, 
ves to pre” TE earnell- 
ſent 
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carnoſtneſs purined and aetixed. And I wilt the 

Were INS to tell us what they mcan, when at the 
fame that they engage to defend the Pro! eftant 
R + gion, "they vow, to the laſt dr Us of their Blood, to 
Us id by the next Surcelar,; And tie rather 3 Lecauſe 
there is fome realon to, kelicve, tilat many Of them 
will not be over-forward. to dyc Martyrs. Tt would 
be alſo fome fatisaRtion to Le inſtrutted , how they 
think to defend the Crown, 1n the Preſervation whereof 


they pretend to be ready 7o ſacrifice themſeFves = 


al they have ; ſccing by being willing: to. admit -| 

Papiſt to be King ; they conſent to the robbing. it of 
the Supremacy, which is one of the brighteſt Jewels in 
it. However it 1s ſome comfort, that one end of {ct- 


ting on foot and carrying on theſe Addreſſes, being, to 


make a Sur vey and obtain a Lift of all that were for - 


the Duke of Tork ,'they do not upon the Muſter Rolls 
appear ſo many as to endanger the Nation in-a Civi/ 
War, in cafe the King ſhould hereafter fo far comply 
with the humble Requeſts of his People, as to be wil- 


ling to paſs the B7/ of Excluſun, if tendred. to him by 
2 future Parhament. 
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But beſides what is already Ry. concerning he 
Quality and Deſign of the ſaid Addreſſes, there is this 
farther tendency in them all, namely,: to inſinuate to 
. the Nation, that we tave and enjoy a ſufficient Secu- 
| rity for our Religion, Lives, and: Liberties. - For as if 
it were not enough to acknowledge , as all His Ma- 
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jeſties Liege-people :do , Flis Majeſties Eafte , Juſt, and Addr. from 
moſt- Gracious Government ſince His Reſtoration ; and to Derby, and 
teſtifie their ſenſe of the Felicity and yr which af} from theMi- 
His Majeſties Subjefts have moſt comfortably enjoyed under tary Ce: 
a moſt Regular, Gracious and Peaceful Government : They T0 olSarry. 

| . ; Ns £: AAdr. rom - 
are pleaſed further to add, that His Majeities Promiſe Briftol, and 
in his late Declaration, Of adhering to the Laws of the fegm Dovker. | 
Land; and making them the Rule of his Government, 15 not Addr .from 
only ſufficient to allay all mens Fears and Jealouſtes, re- Lyn Regis, 
move the Miſunderſtandings of all well-meaning and rea- Clifton, Dart- 


ſonable People , and give us all poſſible aſſurance of enjoy- mouth, Har- 


ing the greateſt Liberty and beſt Religion, that any. people a gs 3 
in the world have; but that no greater Security can be ra Crty 
had or hoped for, in order. to the enjoying our Religion, of Oxon, 
Liberties and P roperties, than His Majeſties Royal Word Briſtol, &:c, 
to Govern by the Laws. Whercas not only four Parl- 

ments have. repreſented and declared the manifo!d 

Daogers by which our Religion, Lives and Propertics, 

are threatned and encompalled ; and how difficult, if 

30t 1mpoſlible it 1s, to preſerve and fecure thei from: 

the Deſigns that are laid againſt them; but tne Ring 

alto hath been pleaſed to ſignifie the ſame, and that as 

well in ſeveral Proclamations publiſhed tor tlie u1- 

5orming of His People, as in divers Speeches to His 

wo Houſes of Parliament , whoſe Advice Fie bot! 
thereupon required ; and allo that etectual Law's might 

be made for the obviating and preventing thole many 

Miſchiefs and Dangers. that are - impending over us. 

And if the King's hitherto governing Ly Law, hath not 

been ſufficient to diſcourage cur Pupiſa Enemics trom 
Conſpiring our Deſtru® in ; Van it re apprehended, 

That His Majeſtics adberoos fo te Laws for vhe hens" 
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will remove the Jealouſes, and allay the Fears which - 


we have of the Papyiſts? Beſides, tho' His Majeſly is 
always to be ſuppoſed reſolved and inclined to Govern 
by Law, yet there want not too many Infſtances,where- 
in His Miniſters that are truſted with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, have to the great prejudice of the Sub- 
jet, and the Alarming the whole Nation , failed in 
their Duty. Our dreadful Apprehenſions do not pro- 
ceed from any ill Opinion which we have of the King, 
but from the implacable Hatred which the Romiſh 
FaQtion bear as well againſt Him, as His Proteſtant 
Subjes ; and from the Corruption of thoſe Officers 
of Juſtice , who do either abuſe or pervert the Law 
to baſe Ends, or hinder its due and Legal Execution. 
Nor 3s it our having good Laws, but their being truely 
executed, that will advantage and relieve us; and there- 
fore we are to be pardoned tho' we profeſs our ſelves 
doubtful of our ſecurity by them, whilſt ſome that have 
been entruſted with the adminiſtration of them, are 
ſuffered to eſcape the puniſhments which they have de- 
terved for obſtructing their courſe, and for perverting 
of them. And what if we ſhould with all thanktulnets 
acknowledg, that we are in ſome ſecurity during His 
Majeſties Life, will the Laws which we have, without 
ſome farther and more effeQual proviſion before His 
Majeſties Death, contribute much to our ſafety, when 
we ſhall hereafter have a Popiſh King to Reign over us? 
But can theſe men be ſuppoſed in carneſt, when they 
tell us that the Nation is in no danger, while the Papiſts 
continue ſo aCtive to extirpate the Northern Hereſe, and 
' arein a more hopeful way to effeCt it than cver? Alas! 
the Popiſh Plot, inſtead of being defcated, is not fo 
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much as yet throughly detected : And inflead of the 
Papiſts being diſmay'd by that diſcovery which Lath 
been made, or by the juſtice which hath keen inflicted 
upon ſome of the Criminals, they are only enflam'd to 
proſecute their diveliſh conſpiracy with the greater vi- 
gour, and to execute what they intend with more 
| | loody rage. Can any man that 1s not void of common 
ſenſe believe,that we are fate and out of danger, when 
every true Proteſtant 1s in daily hazard through their 
Sham-plots, and by their hiring and ſuborning vile and 
execrable Villains to Swear Treaſon againſt thoſe that 
have any zeal for our Religion and Civil Liberties? 
How can we be ſuppoſed arrived at any meaſure of 
Safety, when there are an Hundred things abſolutely 
neceilary to be done towards our preſcrvation, wherein 
the Ring tho? fully diſpoſed ro adhere to the Laws, is in 
no capacity to meadle, without the aſliſtance and con- 
currence of his Parliament 2? And therefore if men will 
after all that they have ſeen, felt, heard and read of a 
camnable Popiſh Plot to deſtroy the perſon of the King, 

overthrow the eſtabliſhed Religion, and enſlave the Na- 
tion to an Antichriſtian forraign Power, flatter them- 
ſelves upon a bare Declaration, that His Majeily will 
Govern by Law, that thereupon all is fate and fecure, 

they muſt not take it ill if they be thovght acceſfary 


+» 


and blockiſh incredulity, to ſay no worſe. 


SECT. XVI. 


Another ill tendency of moſt;it not all the Addreſies, 
is the reviving the memory of the Jate unhappy trou- 
D bles. 


( 26 ) 
Fles,vhich it is the intereſt both of His Majeſty and the 
ole Kingdom to have buried in perpetual oblivion. 
ror the mentioning of that War with reflection and 
bicterneſs, ſerves only tro make men remember three 
haſty Difſolutions of Parhaments, and "I'weive Years 
want of one. with fome other things which {ej out in 
that ſpace, al which both preceded anc had too great 
an intlience towards the cauſing of it. Beſides, there 
was a Maſfacre of the Proteſiants in /reland by the Pa- 
pilts there, and a bloody War commenced tor the extir- 
pation of the Fnglifh Government in that Kingdom ; 
which as it too much exaſperated the minds of men 
towards that unhappy Wear which kegun here, foT fear 
the upbraiding men too much with their concern 1n 
thoſe troubles, will not prove very uſeful to the party 
that appears moſt forward in it. Nor 1s it eafie to be 


:magined how the menticn of the late War comes to 


be brought upon the Stage at this time. of day, ſeeing 
molt that were believed either the firſt ftomenters of, or 
proved afterwards Actors 1n it, aredead and gone; and 
for their Cluldren ( witneſs many of the moſt violent 
and high flown Clergy ) they are commonly found to 
be of Principles airealy contrary to what they were. 


Nay, that which renders all reproachful Diſcourſe of 
that War at this juncture fHhll more ſtrange, 1s that the 


ignominy and edizm of 1t is deſigned to tall upon many 


of the cluefelt of thoſe that ſerved under the Banners 


or the Jate King, or upon ſuch who ſprung from them 
that did, and have their Fatners Joyalty mixed with 
their blood. And to deal plainly, I know nothing that 


can {o plauſibly juitifte the Parliaments Cauſe in that 


War, as the telling the World that there was little or 
no 
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no-difference betwixt their Principles and the Principles 
of thoſe that ſat inthe Two laſt Parliaments,whoſe aQ- 
ings the Addrefiers do with ſo much indecency brand 
and aſperſe. And the language that is dayly beſtowed 
upon the Members of theſe late Parliaments, as bein 

men of the ſame complexzon that they of the Parlia- 
ment Forty one were, will, inf cad of leaving any rc- 
proach upon them on whom it is intended to be faſtned, 
beget a better opinion of thoſe to whom they are com- 
pared, than the Addreſſers would be willing that they 
of this Age ſhould find reaſon to entertain. I may add, 
that none have lived more peaccably, and with better 
ſubmuſſion under His Majeſties Government, than they 
who were engaged on the Parliaments fide in that un- 
happy War; and therefore it doth not {cem an aC&t of 
any gregt prudence to diſcourage them in their obedi- 
ence, by upbraiding them with that, which the Law 
hath not only pardoned, but which they have expiated 
by their loyalty fince. Nor do I think that when the 
Parhament, after the Kings Reſtauration, made the Act 
of Indemnity , wherein among other things enacted 
which they judged neceſſary towards the Settlement 
of the Nation, they prohibited, under a Penalty, one 
man's reproaching another with his being concerned in 
that War , during the {pace of three years after the 
date of the faid Att, that ever they intended that men 
ſhould afterwards with the greateit Licenciouſneſs and 
Scurrility upbraid one another with it, Nay, they 
hop'd,that if the Spirits and Tongaes of men were {9 


long bridled and refiraind, their Anmoſities would be 
whely cextingathed betore the expiration of that time. 
And none but men of verv implacable Spuits wo 1d 


D 2 call 


To 
call over, and with '© much Satyr aſperſe men fcr 
theſe things; elpecia!ty when there hoti not Ecen tle 


&C! 4 


"of _ . & © REIT . Bc ; 1 Ee 
Feaſt cauſe adwinifircd for it: unleſs it Le, that fach 


L ave a greater tenderness and value tor the Protefiant 
Religion and Fag/i/h Tiberties, than to defire they 
jhould comu role at the diſcretion of a Popiſh Prince, 
it the Addrclicrs plainly with they may. 


IEC], AV HE 


As our ATairs are now circumſianced, and as the 
ſtate of the Proteſtant Religion ſtands at preſent in 
England, the Addreſies carry another 1] Defign in 
them , which 1s, to enflame diticrenccs further amon 
our ſelves, and thereby betray us into the hands of 
Popiſh Adverfaries. For as if the principal thing we 
were to aim at, were not the preſerving our Rehgjion 
againſt the Conſpiracies of the Papiſts, and as it the 
united ſtrength of all Proteſtants were not little e- 
nough to effect and obtain it; no leſs will ſerve moſt, 
if not all of the late Addreſſers, than the Executing 
the Laws with the utmoſt Severity againſt Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. Andas 1f there very thinking of a Phana- 
tick had made them delirous, they will not allow the 
Parliament to make the leaſt abatement in the terms 
of Conformity , or to give Indulgence in, or diſpenſe 
with one Ceremony ; though all the Ceremonzes, and 
the preſent Form of Worſhip, and the very Hierarchy 
are ſelf, can plead no other Authority by which they 
bou enjoined,or by which the Subjects of this Land are 
Actsnd to comply with and ſubmit to them, but ſome 
Acts of Parliament. Nay, fo little do the perſons, that 
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Popery come to Le {ct up, prove as latal and michivous 
to them that are at rhis time the Contormabie Cleigy, 
as it will to the Diiſenters ; tho! at preſent ;t do 631y 
reach and te applicd to the latter. And bat I may not 
eem to impoſe upon them, Is not all this the Fall ana 
plain 1Mport of their joining Popiſh Recuſants and Sedi- gz. 
tious Seclaries ali along togethcr 2 Ot their aſhrming gom Ripon. 
Fanatical. Parties to be as dangerous as Popiſp: Ot rec- Addr. trom 
koning up the pernicious endeavours of the Seclari:s, 1n Salibury. 
conſort with the Deviliſh Deſigns of the Papiſts? And Adarets 

as if this were not ſufficient to declare what they from Cifron, 
mean, they not only take upon them to thanx His Ma- —_ : m_— 
jeſty, For not paſſing Limitations or Nu{ifications of ſuch py hen 
wholeſ:me Acts as were deſigned for Preſervation of the ” — oy 
Reformed Religion, eſpecially the 3 5th of Queen Elizabeth, Ph aa 
and for not ſuffering that Law , and others made againſt 6 weſtern 
Conventicles to be Repealed : but they humbly pray His Diviſion of 


Majeſty , that thoſe Laws now in force, may vigorou"y, Suſex. 


ſpeedily and equally be put in Execution agaiaſt all T apiſts Addreſs 


and Proteſtant Diſſenters; And particularly , that the from Nor- 
Statutes of the third of King James, and the five and _ 
thirtieth of Queen Elizateth may be put and continued in 2s # 0; 
their due Execution. It is ſomething ſtrange to find ona 2s 
2 company of men {o zealous for the Proteltant Relt- 
gion, when divers of them are the DLgrace and Re- 
proach of any Religion which they take upon tacm to 
profeſs. But can we believe that they are Proteiiants, 
or at leaſt that they underitand the Proteitant IOTS, 

who 


(--g0-) 


who revreſent Diſſenters as equally dangerous to the 
Government & F{labliſhed Religion,as the Papilts are ? 
It would adminiſter a ground of roo ill an Opinion of 
our Supreme Ralzrsand Publick Miniſters, thould they 
allow and approve what theſe men have ſuggeſted. 
For are there any among the Diſſenters, that have 
{worn Obedience to a Forreige Power,that they ſhould 
be thus put into the fame Lilt of dangerous perſons to 
the Government with the Papiſts 2 Or 1s there any 
Security that the Legiſlative Power can require of 
them for their Peaceableneſs, that they are not wilng 
and ready to give? Yea, Is not the Religion of the 
Diſſenters eſtabliſhed by Law , as well as that of the 
Conformiſts, tho' there be ſome things Ordained, as 
the Accoutrements and Modes of the National Rel1- 
gion, which the Non-Conformiſts cannot ſubmit unto 2 
For as the only Foundation upon which the Diſſenters 
g0, is that their Faith and Worſhip are agreeable and 
according to the Scripture, which 1s the alone Rule of 
the mind of God to all his People in what they are 
to believe and perform : So from the Authority which 
the Scripture hath allowed unto it by the Law of this 
Land, and by the Conſonancy of their DoCtrine to the 
Eſtabliſlyd Articles of Faith , they humbly conceive 
that they have the countenance ard warranty of the 
Law for their Religion. Nor doth the Law difallow 
of forbid any thing which they profeſs ; it only en- 
joyns ſome further things, which they cannot come up 
to. And as the Difſenters do not oppoſe any one Do- 
Arinal Article of the Church of England, fo they blame 
and judge no man for the Canonical Obedience that 
they promile to the Biſhops , or their Conformity to 
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-e exculcd. And ſhould they Le gratif'c ih 


which 11 our preient circumſtances tney do aviire, It 


would amount only to this, "Phat they may Pr ”reach the 
Goſpel without being liable to Tmprifon;rent, Fines, 
and Baniihment. Nor do they covct Eccleſiaſtical 
Preterments, or Parochial Maintainance ; tho? were it 
not tor tome things, which are made the 7 e/is to thole 
Places and Advantages, and which without any Incon- 
veniency might be laid aſide, there are many of them 
that are as worthy of them as cthers. Net! Cr Can 
that which 15 {iiled the Church of England ſafer any 
diminution in the number of its emis LY an Ind: 1 
gence to Proteilant Diflenters, having Eoth this will 7 
grve thee, and thus ſaith the Migjſtrate on their ſide, un- 
leſs the Clergy ſhould fall ſhort in Abilities for their 
Function, and in having Thus Je the Lord to plead 
for them. But how dare the perſons, who have ſ{ub- 

{cribed the Adareiles, allume the confidence to cenſure 
Parhtaments, for going about to repeal Laws, which by 
wotul Experience have been found not only uſclets, but 
inotnvenient, both to the Proteftant Religion, and the 

Safety of the Kingdom ? For as Parliaments have Po- 
wer to Enact Laws, ſo they have the ſame Vower to 
Aboliiithem, whenſozver they ſind, that inſtead of 
aniwering the Ends which they were mace tor, the 

have proved prejudicial tothe Common Good. And 


ſurely one may hnmbiy {ay , and that without the leaſt 
Reilection upon the Grace and Favour with which the 


Addreiies have been received, that two Parliaments , 
ſo fairly and unaumouſly choſen , and confilting of 
Gentlewen of the ciueteſt Quality, beſt Parts, greateſt 


Wit 


TT: 22 


VWildom, moſt vientiful Eſtates, and firmeſt Integrity 
£9 the Intereſt of Religion and the Nation, and all, ex- 
ept a very few, Zealous Sons of the Church, and 
uniained Defenders of the preſent Hierarchy , Diſct- 
pline, Formis and Rites of Worſhip; were 1n all pro- 
babllity as able and likely to know what will let in or 
Keep out Popery, what will preſerve us from,or betray 
us into the hands and power of the Papiſts, as Twenty 
*or Thirty pcricns in a County or Corporation, molt of 
whom are not worth Forty Shillings Freehold a year, 
and many or them not alle ro ſpeak Ten words of ſenſe 
together. But it 1s caſte to conjecture who in divers 
places fet theſe Addreſlers at work, and who put that in 
. reference to Proteſtant Difſenters into ſo many Addreſles, 


namely, either perſons Poprſhly inclined , that they. 
might thereby continue and heighten our differences, 


and make us the more eaſily a prey to Rome; or ſome 
ignorant Clergy-men, who befides their enmity at Pha- 
naticks, have little elſe to recommend them to the ob- 


taining a common and civil reſpect, but their Cafſock 
and their Sarplice. 


SECT; XIX: 


And asif all this that T have with the greateſt ſfince- 


rity and juſtice repreſented unto you, were not enough 
to blaſt the credit of the Addreſſes, and to expoſe the 
weakneſs and folly of tuch as have ſubſcribed them ; 
therc 15 ſomething yet further, and which 1s infinitely 
more pernicious that they purſue and aim at, namely, 
to poſſeſs His Majeſty and the World with a behef, that 
there 15 a deſign carried on by Proteſtants againſt the 
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King and the Government. Hance they not only thank 
His Majeity For recollecting the ſeveral /teps and advances ads. from 
"F E +7 ; pf 4 

by whico we were betrayed . into our former confuſions ; but Seurowart. 
take upon them to obicrve, that there are lome 7/7 mey 


who labour the fubver;rom of cur Relinjon, Liberties and Addr. Rom 


Þ, hPytrno . "I j : NS 4 { 0 (tn! 
Properties, under the ſpecious pretence of Reformation, be- Briſrot. 


ing the ſame method that they brought to paſs all the miſeries Adar. from 
of Ufurpation and Tyranny. that this Kinzdom lately groan'd 4g. 
ander; and that being ſeaſoned with the old leaven of Com- Addr. fron: 
198-wealth Principles, they have endeavoured ts make a Dervy. : 

4. ; EE Addr. from 
miſunderſtanding betwixt His Majeſty and his people, and to Monnonth. 
throw us back into the ſame confuſion we were delivered from 
by His Majzſties happy Reſtauration ; and that not only the 
good order and quiet of the Government hath been moſt wick- 
edly attempted to be diſturbed and ſhaken, but to be over- _ ba mY 
thrown and utterly ſubverted, and the very Monarchy it ſelf 
to be dejtroyed. Surely had theſe perſons who preſume to 
{ugg2it this unto His Majeſty, known any Republicans 
or Fanaticks, who by paſfeſiing the people with groundleſs Addr. from: 
fears and jeatonfies, would bring us into Anarchy and confu- Po Hom 
(ton, or that would : ſubvert the known Laws of the Land, Temple. 
whzrein our Religion, Liberty and Property are wand up ; 20ar. frow 
they ought by ther Allegiance to have depoled againſt CN 
them, and piven in their names, that they might be of Sor. 
proſecuted and come to ſuffer according to the greatneſs 
and quality of thir Crimes, But atas! thus was a Pro: 
vince they durit not unaertake, and tne attempting it 
would have too palpably laid opcn their Folly, and ex- 
poſed their malice. And becanic many have been drawn 
to ſet their hands to Aldreſics, v-ho do nat well under- 
ftand whence this clamour or a Presbyterian Plot pro: 
cceds, I ſhall briefly untold the'myirery ria hes ar tho 


"ip 


[ hy ERR . I A < | \ wil » _ [ > C? V, i; FT.  & 
DOottom Of all this lond anc 42 oundicis noe. LG's: 


2 : AST [ Ry eF' 7£ Þ ri ge . : 4 7 \ 1 ITY ET F . : | "> 
piſts being charged with a Heh conipiracy againtt the 
F T | S_ , 


F Pare 


( 34 / 
perſon of the King, our Religion, Government, and the 
tives of all His Majeſties Proteſtant SubjeCts; and this 
being proved againf{t them to the ſatisfaction of ail the 
rational part of mankind, as well by their own Papers, 
as by the Teſtimonies of many ungueſtionable Witneſ- 
ſes; and finding that neither their impudent denying it, 
nor their falſely ſcandalizing ſome, and endeavouring 
to debauch and corrupt others of the Kings Evidence, 
could either bring them off from the Scandal of thus 
Plot, or free them from the Puniſhment, which were 
a Parliament permitted to Sit, more of them muſt un- 
dergo ; they retreat to this as their laſt refuge, name- 
ly, the amuſing the Nation with the Buz of a Presby- 
terian and Phanatick Plot, carried on to overthrow the 


Government , and deſtroy the Monarchy , under pre- 


Acidr. tron 
4 Y p J A 
Exc in Suffolk. 


tence of proſecuting a Popiſh Conſpiracy. And to- 
wards the obtaining credit to this, they not only form'd 
the Intrigue of the Meal-Tub, but invented the Shams 
ot Sir Edmond-bury Godfrey's murdering himſelt, and my 
Lord Howard's penning Fitz-Harris's Libel ; which tho' 


they have thametully redounded upon themſelves, yet 


having no other game to play, they are {till labouring, 
partly by ſuborning Witneſſes, and hiring uppudent 
Raſcals to ſwear 'Treaſon againit Proteſtants, and partly 
by a groundleſs and 1mpudent clamour, to infect unwa- 


ry and heedleſs perſons with the perſwaſion of ſuch a 


deſign. And it 1s irom the Papiſts that weak'and cre- 
dulous people have taken the ſcent of a Presbyterian 
Plot, and aſcribe it to Fis Majeſties Wiſdom and Soveraign 
authority,that we are not relapfiag into the miſeries and con- 


farions of Tyranny and Uſarpation, by the ſubtile artifice and 


curning contrivances of the old enemies of the Monarchy and 
the Charch, who by the infuations of Religion, and} 
and Property, prevail, upon weak and unrary men to make 
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them ſubſervient to their faftious and ambitious deſigns. 
Surely, theſe men never conſidered what a notorious 
{candal they have hereby endeavoured to faſten, not 
only upon many of His Majeſties peaceable, beſt and 
moſt loyal Subjeats, but what a vile aſperſion they 
have caſt upon the whole Kingdom, which greatly 
fufters in its honour, by ſtanding repreſented in the 
face of all the World, as broken and divided with- 
in it felt, and finking back again into all confuſion : 
Nor have they duly weighed what a RefleQtion they 
lodge upon the Kings Government and Condu&, that 
He who was lo lately Reſtored by the unanimous Con- 
ſent, and with the univerſal Joy of all his People, 
ſhould in fo few years have loſt the Love and Reve- 
rence of ſo great a number of His Subjes, as are in- 
tended here to be be accuſed, Can there be any thing 
vented to the diminiſhing His Majeſties Reputation 
more abroad, and for diſcouraging Forreign Princes and 
States from entring into thoſe Alliances which are ne- 
ceſſary for the good, as well of His Majeſties King - 
doms, as of Chriſtendom, and for the leſſening the ex- 
pectation and confidence which thok with whom we 
are in League, ought to remain poſleſt with, of our be- 
ing able to anſwer the ends of them, than this account 
which theſe men preſent His Majeſty with, of the po- 
{ture of the Nation, and temper of his People, and 
which our Gazettes have diffuſed into all Countries > 
And doth not thisalſo direaly tend to the filling His 
Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects with Jealoufies one of an- 
other, thereby to take them off from their watchful- 

fs over, and to weaken their endeavours againſt the 
Papiſts, who labour no leſs to deitroy the Diflenters, 
than thoſe that Conform to the National Form of Wor- 
ſhip, and to the Eſtabliſhed Diſcipline and Ceremonies, 
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and fo: the withllanding of v ho Blooay Def grsand 
favirg our Religion and the Nation irom the Cicets of 
their malicious and deſpcrate Con{piracies , the united 
Hearts and Hands of all true Proteſtants will Le jound 
fittfe enough? And will not this Chara&ter, which the 
Aldreiſes are pleaſed to give of the ſtate of England , 
wonderiully cmLolden that aipiring Monarch,the French 
King, to procced in his encroachments upen the Domi- 
nions of his Nughtours, as judging himſelt ſecure from 
any check which the Ring of Great Britain can give him ? 
For as His Majeſty can be in no capacity to diſcourage 
him from further Attempts againſt the Peace oi Erope, 
or to hinder his Cenqueſt, but by being great in the 
Hearts of all his own People, and in a happy Cor- 
reſpondence and Conjunction with his Parktament ; ſo 
we have reaſon to fear, that they who endeavour. to 
beget Miſunderſtandings betwixt His Majeſty and his 


Subjects, and to create in them mutual Diſtruſts each 


of other, are either Penſioners to France, or under the 


Conduct and Influence of them that are. 
SEGHT.: XX 

But as 17 1t were not enough for thoſe perſons, who 
nave fublcribed the Addrefles, to faſten fo vile a charge 
as you have heard, upon many of the people, whom 
the better to reconcile credit to what they fay, they are 
pleaſed to call Republicans and Fanatichs, they have alſo 
raken the boldneſs toinyolve the Two laſt Parliaments. 
under the guilt of the fame crimesand accuſations. Ac- 


coraingly they tell His Majeſty, with what an infinite pa- 


tience and condeſcention, he did ſubmit to hear unreaſonable 
gealaufres promoted in them, illegal courſes aud proceedings 


vindicated, and all the great and moſt benign Indulgences of 


their Soveraigns goodneſs miſrepreſented. And they thank 
the King, for /7is ſteady reſolutions of maintaining the 
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70 deft op 1 the Succeſſien, am d extii pate Muonar cy. F ca, tf IV pro- 


tels Their Admiraticn f Lis 0/7: :iefties 1 Prizcely Wiſdom 7:9 Com 
jr in the conduct of his Affairs, in obviatins (VIS. by DilioIVing 
Parliaments) rhe Deſiens of the > pans; Enemies 4 the Church 
and State. And declare, That they cannct pitt admire His Mai 770 
ſtres Tran{cendent and [I ed hg which in that d anger 0 's and 


confuſed funtture, did ſo ſeaſcaas!y enterp ſe, ana ſo calmly ſup- 
preſs the threatning Flames which were 0; eakin ng forth. And't DNere- 
upon they preſent their Acknowledgments to His Majeſty, Ft 
timely preventing (by Diſiolving thoſe Porliaments) the Defrons of 
Il men, who in the ſame Age were a ſecond Time atiempiing by the 
{ame Method; 2s former Iy, the deſtrnci ton of Hzis Loyel Sub; jecls,the 
dimmntion of bis Lanful Power, and the debaſing the Grandeur of 
the Engiiſh Throne. 1 know not by what Name theſe falſe and 
flanderous Accuſations charged upon two Parhaments, ought: 
to be called; but it is to be hopd , that the next Pe ill aAMment: 
will ar once tell the Nation , by what name the Law [ſciles 
them, and what Punihment it hath 7 for thoie tha: 
have made themſelves. Guilty of fo vile and ſcandalous an 
Aſperſion, as -that-two Parbtaments h _ 9078 about to deitroy 
the Proteſtant Religion, as Legall citabli fed, and t extii- 
Pate Monarchy. Whereas vlioke os ie Perions, of Winch 
he two laſt Houſes of Commons conlittes, had many of them 
ventured thew Lives, and loit their * Eltates for the- ny; Oy ; 
and all of. them were ſuch, as upon Principles of Reaſon ard 
from Inclination are-true Lovers of it. The :Y Not _ bad: 
too late and fad Experience of a Commonwealth , to be fond. 
of returning to it agan ; but they know, taatno other Gover: 
ment can agree with the Genius of the People, and i {UT vo 
hallance of the Nation, but a well-Regnlated Monarchy, {i UC) 
3s QUrs is by the Laws of our Conl] ticution.. Nor can His M 
zeſty be ſuppoſed to believe, thar ever they will prove true to 


the Monarchy, wi2o arg not tous to tho Rights and Priviledges 


of Parliament, Tor thev wio can revile and df UG one £{- 
ſential pare of re Cont tutign, five nothing to oblige iti em to 
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part of the Legiſlative Authority, may be too ol a preſident, 
and which His Maceſty is obliged to ce redrelſed , from the 
Love that he beareth to the Crown. For whoſcever ſtrikes at 
Parliaments, does by undermining the Government as by 
Law Eſtabliſhed, ſhake the very Pillars of the Throne. 
SECT. AAL 
Nor do they only intimate a Defign carried on againſt the 
Government, but they infinuate a Change to be made by 
Force; and upon thar ſuppolal, while we are mn, and tothe ap= 
prehenficns of all tober pertons, likely to continue m perfect 
Peace, they olter thei Livesand Fortunesto the difpoſal of one 
part of our Legiſlative Conſtitution and Power, in oppoſition 
to another. Ie yield, fay they, our Lives and Fortunes at Your 
Majeſties Command,and will to the laſt drop of cur Blood,and Penny 
of our Fortunes, ſtand by your Majeſty in the Defence of Your Royal 
Perſen, Crown and Government, and Lawful Succeſſors. So that 
by reading the Addrelies, one would be inclined to think, thar 
theſe men conſtrue the King's Declaration, as the EreCtion of 
the Royal Standard; and that rhey intend theſe Papers for 
the Muſter-Rolls of thoſe that are to fight under His Majeſties 
Enfigns : But as we hope that His Ma'eſty will never have 


_ occaſion for War, unleſs it be in reheving his Allies abroad a- 


gainſt the Ambition of France, who to all his other Invaſions 
upon the Domimions of his Neighbours , is at this time abour 
employing his Forces againſt the Subjects of His Majefties Kinſ- 
man, the Prince Palatine; 19 we hope, that both in that Caſe, 
and in any other., wherein His Wiſdom and Juſtice will ſuffer 
Hin to engage, He ſhall not only have the Treaſure of all his 
People, through the Gift of a Parliament, at His Command; 
but all their Perſons and Lives ready to be Sacrificed in His 
Service.It is no marvel that ſuch thirſt after War,who have little 
to live upon in Time of Peace,and who may expect to be Gai- 
aers by Troubles : But His Maceſty, who beſides the care He 
is to to have of the Lives and Eitates of all his Subjects, hath 
more to loſe Himſelf alone, than all his People, will nor, I 
judge, be prevailed upon to hearken to raſh and heady Coun- 
cels. And how unequal ought they to apprehend themſelves 
:0 th2 Body of the Nation, who when they have had the Foll 

and Confidence to preſent an Addreſs in the Name of a whole 
County, have atthe ſame time acknowledged, That they were 


not 


not ab 
treco 


The 
taelr 1 
had WI 
tojudet 
forany 
repreſe 
cording 
the Nat 
yer, b 
ontatt 
by al 
about 
things 
Counc 
hare 
Alter! 
the | 

will 
Which 
ence 1 
then, 
thing 
Addre 
mac 
ment, 


nt 
drefſa 
of the 
[ have 
Parts c 
return 


Peel 
; rom a 


Ut as by 
o 


Wain} the 
» Made Dy 
1 tOthe a 
iy In op, 
» 1 Pertech 
POlal of one 
MN 0Ppoſition 
Mes ot Your 
00d and Pen 
of Your Rojal 
05. 0 that 
0 think, that 
Erection of 
& Papers for 
Bis Maieſte 
Il never hae 
es abroad a- 
her Invafons 
time abou 
veſties Kinſ- 
In that Caſe 
Ce Will ſuffer 
re of all bs 
Command; 
thced in His 
o have little 
to be Gay 
the care He 
jects , hath 
will not, 
eady Cour 
themſelves 
| the Folly 
of a whole 
It they Were 
not 


( 39 ) 


not able to carry 1t for any that His Majeſty might be inclined* aqqs. 6on 
Beifor.!-ſhire.. 


torecommend, to ſerve in the next Parliament for the Shire. 
"VE U1: AAU: 

The laſt thing I would obſerve concerning the Addreſles, is 
their making ſmall numbers of men without previous advice 
had with each other, and without being authoriſed or entruited, 
tojudge of the State of the Kingdom. For tho' it be lawfu] 
for any one man, and much more for any number of men, to 
repreſent to His Majeſty their own wants and dangers, and ac- 
cordingly beg redreſs and relicf ; yet to declare rhe State of 
the Nation, belongs to no number of private perſons whatſoe- 
ver; but appertains only to the Parhament, as being the Repre- 
ſentative of the whole Kingdom. And therefore the Addreſſers; 
by aſſuming to themſelves a Right and Authority to determine 
abour the State of- the Nation, and to judge concerning thoſe 
things which the. Truſtees of all the people met mn the great 
Councel.are only proper and. by Law allowed to meddle with, 
have in my apprehenſion made too near an approach to the 
altering the whole Government: And as they muſt expect thar 
the judgment which they have paſled ugonperſons and things - 
will at one time or another . come under -@ review; fo matters - 
which have either been miſrepreſented by them, or in refer- 
ence to which Parliaments have been arraigned, may before 
then, come to be ſo well underitood by His Ma'eity, and all. 
things ſo well ad;uſted between him and his people, thar the 
Addreſlers may neither find themſzlves able to decline, nor be 
m a condition to controll the jurisdKtion of the next Parha- - 
ment, to which we ſhall at preſent leave them. 

SECT. XXIII. 

But whereas you may be ready to enquire, that if the Ad- 
dreſſes be ſo pernicious, both in the fub;ec: matter and tendency 
of them, and fo contrary to the general ſenſ2 of the Nation, as 
[ have declared; why the people do not by Petitions from all 
parts of the Kingdom let the King know ſonimch ? This] {hall 
return you a juſt and true anſiver unto, and then d:{chargz2 you 
from any further trouble. 

1/. It is the nature and temper of fome men molt co difierve 
the cauſe, and preiudice the 1:terelt which they have elpouſed, 
when they are quietly Tet alone to run their courſe and to tai 
their full ſiving. For accoruing to the oid Proverb, Give on 3 

people 
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roople Rope.enongh and they will Fang themſelves. The only 
way to know what they W ould be ar, was for others to loo: 
{flently on a while. And through giving them ſcope, their own 
madinets and folly lata mad? an m more r:dic ulons, than any 
 oppofition whatſoever from others td Naverenc red tom. 
24/y, The Perition firit from My Le. Me Yor, tne Court of Al- 
dermen, and the Commeoan-Coneel of Lid A, ana then from the 
Cnr mt in-Hall, is a Copy of what all t Ye Nao would fay. In 
Zondimgas ina Glats,we ice the face of the whole King dom:For 
DEN theE Ipitome as WW ellas Metro rolls Oi the Nation, whatſoever 
it ſys b 182 ccmPendious exprefiing of the ſenſe of England. 
34ly, Men have been w _ to forbear Petitionins, leſt by 
the dfbarity in the numvers to Petitions and to Addrelies, ſome, 
thinking all fafe through = colideration of the multitude that 
aimd at what themic}ves did, might grow more. ſecure than 
n eir dangers will well allow; and left others upon the ſame 
L nk cement might have taken occaſion to grow more infolent 
nan their duty and intereſt obl:geth them unto. 
4thly, His Majeſty having received the Addreſles with that fa- 
vour which he did, wife men HOUSE! it belt not toadmumniſter oc- 
caſion of his ref (Der tions that they foreſaw would come ac- 
companied with more hands. It 1s 700d manners in Sub'ects not 
to grate too hard upon their Prince; but if he have done any 
cing wherein they cant acquieſce with that contentment which 
hey deſire, to give him time and liberty to recolle&t himſelf 
(thy, If Petitions ſhall be Jjagend either necellary or conve- 
nicnt, It 18 not ſo late but that they may be yer ſet on foot. 
And if it ſhould prove uneafie for any to find it ſo, they muit 
blame themſelves, who by their unwearied carrying on of Ad- 
drefles, make ir needful tor His Majeſties good Subjects at laft - 
to undeceie him, which they can no other way do, at leaft til? 
2 Paritament come, but by Petitions. I am, 
SIR, 
Fore 28. 8x, Your moſt ready and 
Hemble Servant. 


